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Central State University’s College of Business and Industry 

Collaborates with SBA on a Small Business Forum 
 
Wilberforce, Ohio – Central State University’s College of Business and Industry 
will collaborate with the SBA to present a Small Business Forum that will focus 
on issues and opportunities which can impact small business owners.  The event 
will be held on Friday, July 23, from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. on the university campus.  
There is a registration fee of $50 for anyone who pre-registers and $65 for those 
who register the day of the event.  Registration includes lunch, refreshments and 
materials.    
 
Highlights of the Forum will include: 

• Tips on doing business with the General Service Administration (GSA) 
• SBA Certification Programs 
• Opportunities for Women and Veteran Owned Companies 
• A Matchmakers Workshop 

 
The Forum was developed to support the interests of small business owners by 
offering an innovative workshop to discuss the needs and concerns unique to this 
group.   “We have joined with the SBA to provide resources that will help to 
position small businesses for future growth,” said Dr. Charles Showell, dean of 
Central State University’s College of Business and Industry. 
 
This forum is the first in a series of collaborative efforts between the College of 
Business and Industry and the SBA.  “The launch of the Forum could not have 
come at a better time.  Small business ownership is growing at a rapid pace and 
we need to design programs that address their unique needs, “said Tom Mueller, 
director of the SBA Columbus District Office.   
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About Central State University and the College of Business and Industry 
Central State University is one of Ohio’s fourteen public universities, and the only 
publicly supported historically black university in the state.  Since, 1994 Central 
State has awarded 13 percent of all bachelors’ degrees earned in Ohio by 
African Americans attending public universities.  More information is available 
at http://www.centralstate.edu 
 
The College of Business and Industry prepares students for careers in business, 
government, private nonprofit organizations, and for graduate school. The 
College offers 14 degree options in the disciplines of Accounting and Economics, 
Business Administration, Manufacturing Engineering, and Water Resources 
Management. 
 
About SBA 
 
The SBA is an independent federal agency created by congress in 1953.  The 
mission of the agency is to aid, counsel, assist and protect, insofar as is possible, 
the interests of small-business concerns in order to preserve free competitive 
enterprise and to insure that a fair proportion of the total purchases and contracts 
or subcontracts for the Government be placed with small business enterprises.  
The SBA fulfills this mission through a number of counseling, procurement and 
financing programs.  Information on all of SBA programs is available at 
http://www.sba.gov/oh/columbus 
 
 
 
For more information on the Small Business Forum contact Jerry Mahone at  
937-376-6234. 
 
 
 
 

# # # 
 

 
 


